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SALT LAKE, GARFIELD & WESTERN RAILWAY PASSENGER MOTOR No. 502 


The “Saltair Line" running between Salt Lake City and the Salt- 
air resort on the shore of Great Salt Lake is a little-known 

interurban that still runs open cars. To this suvivor of the 
old days of interurban railroading this issue is dedicated. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


"RAILFANS" by Stanley Snook 


Railfans are a queer sort of a 
group, 
About most things they don't give 
a whoop. 
They turn up their noses at scenes, 
scenic, 

Hardly have time to love gals 
oes. 

hey take long impossible journeys 
Just to ride in sentimental old 
“"Birneys." 

Our private way to raise a little 
hell, 

Is some'night to “save” a whistle 
or bell! 

Others of us collect old pictures 
and books, 

While master mechanics give us 
dirty looks. 

Our special in the way of a day 
ddream 

Is old 31 under full steam. 

While saving it for posterity on 
6-16 


RAILROAD EXCURSION 


Bay Area Electric's Sacramento 
Northern car on Key System trip 
scheduled for October 21st was 
postponed indefinately as the 
car’was not yet ready to be 
run. 

A trip over the S.F, Muni in 
the new PCC car will be scheduled 
for November Lith or 18th or as 
soon as the car becomes available, 
Write Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin 
Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif. 


R&LHS's Sierra trip was sold 
out with over 150 turned away. 
Sales for Cal-Nevada's Placer- 
ville trip November 4th were 
reported very good as of a week 
ahead of the trip. 


@_ Che @ 
Northern Cal and Bay Area are 
voting on new officers as we go 
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to press, Bay Area will install 
at a diner planned for December 


As she smokes up the hillside scene. 74, jin 9 WP diner on the SN 


Everybody says we don't get much 
work done, 

But we live a clean life with 
lots of fun. 

And find truc friends everywhere 
under the sun, 

Who enjoy watching trolleys and 
trains run; 

It is said, he best things in 
life are free", 
If you are in doubt, and want to 
find out, 


wt 


Railway & Loco's Bulletin 84 
contains a detailed history of the 
Bellingham Bay & British Columbia 
Railroad by Fred Jukes, Philip 
Van Wyck and Bruce B; Cheever. 
Copies are $2 from J.°W. Merriil, 
re 148 State St., Boston, 

SS. 


CREDITS, CORRECTIONS & RETRACTION 


Credit Fred Fellows, formerly 


Became a railfan and you will agree! of Berkeley, now residing in Utah 


for the fine article on the Salt- 


Railfans is a rather loose term air Line, 


even including a chap who motorcaded 


We've had some letters with 


a recent Southern California trolley photographic proof that some of 
trip in a car painted to resemble a the WP engines sold to Luria Bros 
Pacific Electric Railway inspectors+were scrapped at Fontana. Appare 
car with the title "Stuporvisor" ly a number'of scrappers got in 
on the side. Tne “Stuporvisor™ on the deal. 
was a chap with a white pith helmet limited to the party towhom these 
who ran ahead of the trip putting 
track torpedos on the rails. 
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t the month 
Calif, 
dollar 
‘amento 
trip 
was 
the 
li in 
eduled 
‘table. “"SALTAIR™ No. 502 with an open trailer at Salt Lake City has 
Marin a more modern appearance with the rebuilt roof. Fred Fellows 
at M Aswerione Generel Manager, Salt Lake City, Utah 
‘ aaa $i Labo Clty and Salas Beach eg wilesh Operseed iy sleeerciy | 
way, oan. ie aig rage, Oger & Ro Grade Ween 
cer- "THE SALTAIR LINE™ 
= ic lines Was halted abruptly 2.2 miles 
week oY aed anne tate take anuien from Saltair when the Union Pac- 
the most interesting is the Salt ific and Western Pacific refused 
Lake, Garfield & Western. Through to let*the interurban cross their 
» ups and downs it is still running tracks. Up until 1931 four trains 
connecting Salt Lake “ity with the ¢ach day'were met by a bus for 
: resort at Saltair on Great Salt Garfield.- The branch is still in 
ea are istance, but theives have stolen 
we go plake. ear ial ; 
instalip The road was started back in the = —_ a ge the wire js 
ember pthe 1890's as the Salt Lake & Los a s “ yin e oa th e ten, wen 
SN. Angeles Railroad, Under this name T as er ane e eon mt 
a straight line of track 17 miles wo rows of poles and two streaks 
fin 84 long was laid directly west on the of rust are still there. A wood- 
'y of thePsait Lake meridian’ to the shore en trestle burned leaving the rails 
© Lumbia of Great Salt Lake. In 1893 the suspended in mid air. The company 
ilip line opened with three 4-4-0's and ‘Still hopes the line may yet prove 
‘VEL t variety of open and closed cars, +® be a revenue producer, 
ferriil, Psome of the passenger equipment came When first opened the inter- 
ston, [irom the Michigan Central and the urban offered 15 minute headways. 
equipment generally was most mod- The trolley is single suspension 
pero for the times, Two combinat- and two wires are used. One wire 
TRACTION ion cars were fitted with gener- is used east bound and the other 
ormerly Fators to light the trains and it westbound. There is a double 
in Utah Gis believed that these same two line of poles on the entire line 
he Salt- cars were also the extra fare par- so that eventually the line could 
lor cars, be double tracked. Very little 
s with In 1918 the road was reorgan- of the line actually saw double 
ome of fized as an electric interurban track. 
ria BrosBas the Salt Lake, Garfield and In 1932 an emense car barn in 
Apparei@Western, The line purchased six Salt Lake City burned taking with 
got in }XcGuire Cummings passenger motors it all but three of the motors, 
ation wiPvhich hauled trains of open trail- The company immediately-rebuilt 
om these Gers, the three burned motors, and after 
railroads An attempt to extend the lLine- this was completed, it built 13 
to-Tooele, a booming copper town, new open trailers. The construct- 
Two 














ion was done out in the open and 
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“SALTAIR"™ train headed by Ne. 501 at Saltair Resort. 
two motors, one at each end, with the trailers between them.FF 


pictures of this work show frames 
of cars sitting on weed covered 
tracks. 

The company had-at least one 
other serious fire, that when the 
pavilion at Saltair burned. This 
wiped out nearly half the pavilion, 
and the'structure was rebuilt only 
in part. Fresh water is a problem 
at the pavilion and water for showers 
and culinary purposes must be hauled 
to the beach in an old locomotive 
tender tank. 

The rise and fall of the water 
level has meant a lot to Saltair. 

In 1902 the pavilion stood high 
and dry-as the Great Salt Lake 
receded, but in 1926 the water 
had returned to 4 or 5 feet dep 
under the buildings. Should the 
water rise to its record high of 
the 70's it would cover the floor 
of the pavilion and tracks leading 
to it. The tracks were origin- 
ally on a trestle, but a fill was 
made to pérmit the addition of an 
auto road. 

One of the unique features of 
the Saltair line is that it handled 
combined rail-water shipments. As 
late as the 1920's, herds of cattle 
were barged 7 miles across the 
lake from Antelope Island to cattle 
cars on the Saltair. For this ser- 
vice a cattle ehute was maintained 
at the pavilion. The “island” is at 


present a peninsula, but a one foot 
or so rise in the water level might 
bring the business back to the Salt- 
air. 





Note the 


The water went down so far a 
few years back that a + mile of 
track had to be laid on which a 
speeder and trailer hauled bath- 
ers between the pavilion and the 








water's edge, Recent years have 
have seen the water come back uné 
the pavilion, however. 

Prior to World War II the Salt 
air Line was running hourly servi 
during the summer and enjoying a 
good tourist trade. Special occ- 
asions as late as 1939 made it ne 
essary to take 16 of the company’ 
cars and make one train out of th 
to haul the late dancing parties 
home, The open trailers are fiti 
with jumpers and the trains are 
usually run with a motor at each 
end. The open cars have no light 
and hense are very popular with 
couples returning home from the 
dances, 

Pre-War freight income came 
from three sources, The Royal 
Crystal Salt Piant about 3 miles 
from the beach, the Salt Lake Sod 
ium Products plant at the beach 4 
the Utah Power & Light Plant at 
Salt Lake City. 

During World War II the factor 
at Saltair was dismantled, howeve 
the Army built a large base about 
4 miles out'of town served only? 
the Saltair. A spur into the bas 
was operated by the Army with 4 
small steam engine. 

During 1943, in particular, 
troop rains with as many as 23 Pu 
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TOP: Saltair 401, former ly Salt Lake & Utah 104. Middle: 
MIDDLE: Saltair 401 in "mixed" service . 
BOTTOM: Close-up of the open trailers. - Fred Fellows 
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SALTAIR motors lined up at Salt Lake City. 


mans were run over the Saltair. 
The heavy loads made it necessary 


- Fred Fellows 


town depot are stated as being 
that the terminal was too congest- 


to change from opposite rail joints ed and that the use of the open 


to staggered rail joints, Prior 


cars on the streets would bee 


to the change the cars are said to dangerous. 


have jounced over the track like 
a jack rabbit. 


The Saltair depot is on the 


The Saltair crews edge of town and local street car 


were proud of their road and would --and now local bus--make the 


get up in the middle of the night 
gladly to pull a troop train or 
spot a car of gas for the base. 
Since the end of the war the 
army base spur has become rusty, 
but many industries have located 
on the Saltair. The low rates 
published by the company are very 
inviting with the average rate 


being about 5¢ per hundred weight. 


Up until the 401 was purchased 
from the Salt Lake-& Utah when it 
abandoned in March, 1946 freight 
trains were pulled by the McGuire 
Cummings passenger motors, Two 
of these cars could pick up 23 
Pullmans and move away without 
slipping a wheel. The same trick 
was pulled with freights over 40 
cars long. 

The passenger motors were 
built for 600-1200 volt operat- 
ion so that they could operate 
over the Salt Lake City street 
car tracks to the Bamberger-Salt 
Lake & Utah interurban depot, but 
this was never done, The cars 
have never run on 600 volts so 
far as the author is aware, The 
reasons for not using the down- 


downtown connection, When 15 
minute service was the rule the 
street cars were painted with a 
large "Saltair" sign and on occ- 
asion the local traction company 
borrowed Salt Lake & Utah’ equip- 
ment to handle the crowds. To- 
day the schedule is about 6 trains 
each way. Fare is only 25¢ 
round trip including entrance to 
the pavilion (10¢'on Mondays). 
During the hight of World War II 
the open trailers were taken 
over the Bamberger to be used 

at the Government installations. 
Last year only two of the open 
cars were used and passenger runs 
may be discontinued. 


THE OFFICIAL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT REGISTER 








os ery: Garfield & Western Rallway Co. 


Preiisatasenanes raat emebsael bs @eamanddtendes- 
— CONNECTIONS AND JUNCTION PoINTs. 
ion Pacifio— 





Mier 4 — Grande Western— 
Salt Lake City Utah. 
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PLOTOS 


STEAM ON THE SALTAIR LINE 
Los Angeles & Salt Lake #2 


SALTAIR No. 503 at Salt Lake City 


"C.P.HUNTINGTON" ROLLS AGAIN 


_ The Southern Pacific has taken 
its No. 1, the "C.P. Huntington" 
out of its display stand in front 
of the Sacramento Station for use 
in S.P. promotional work, Pict- 
ures with new freight diesels and 
Possibly a color movie are being 
Planned, Built in 1863, it-was 
slated for scrapping in 1900, but 
the company saved it instead giv- 
ing it a home in front of the 
Sacramento depot in 1939, 


"INSIDE GATEWAY" ANNIVERSARY 


The Western Pacific and Great 
Northern will mark the 20 years 
of the Bieber Line on November 10 
with an observance of the open- 
ing at Bieber. Special trains 
from both Seattle and San Fran- 
cisco will meet at Bieber for the 
observation, 


NPC HISTORY A very detailed his- 
~~~ tory of the North 
Pacific Coast started in the 
"Poney Express" for September. 

It is expected to run for 20 or 
so issues, Subscription $2 per 
year at-795 Sutter St., San Fran- 
cisco 9, Calif. 
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The plan to purchase the Cal 
Street cable lines had some 
trouble, but has at last been ok- 
ed by the city officials and now 
only requires the approval of the 
bankruptcy court. Some plans — 
are afoot to operate the lines in 
the meantime, but nothing defin- 
ate has come of them. 

The Muni's Powell-Mason cable 
line went back into service Sun- 
day, October 28th after being 
shut down for the Broadway Tunnel 
construction work. During this 
shut-down new rails were laid on 
a portion of the line, 

The first of 25 PCC cars arr- 
ived October 24th just in time +o 
go on display for the November 6 
election. Proposition O on the 


city ballot concerns repeal of the 


city's one-man car ban. If "O 
passes the PCC's will be run one- 
man. It is said that the B and 
C lines will be abandoned if O 
does not pass. 

Charlies D, Miller, former 
Market Street Railway operating 
official has been appointed Gen- 
eral Manager of the Municipal 
Railway. 

"Street Cars" have been quite 
an issue in the campaign for 
mayor with opposition candidates 
taking Robinson over the coals ~ 
for not buying more street cars. 
Robinson admits"busses aren't the 
most desireable vehicle", but 
talks of a subway under Market 
Street tying into the Duboce and 
Twin Peak tunnels and ealling for 
two additional tunnels, one under 
Dolores Street and another under 
the Park panhandle, 

One letter to the editor lays 
2 to 1 that when the Cal Cable is 
taken over by the city that Muni 
will find it“impossible’ to buy 
cable for the outer end of Calif- 
ornia Street and the O'Farrel St. 
line, 


KEY Key System had some 


\, ore 


MOVIES ON SIERRA RAILROAD 


Columbia Pictures shot a por- 
tion of the movie “High Noon” on 
the Sierra Railroad at Warnerville 
during the latter part of Septen- 
ber. Engine 3 and the coaches 
were used only one day. 





NORTHWESTERN- PAC IF 1C- DIESELS 


The 4600-4700 diesel, 800-hp 
each, is being used on the North- 
ern division and it is reported 
that three more will be secured 
for this service. The 5249-5500 
a two unit cow and calf of 1600 
hp each, is now in service on the 





Willits hill and another such’ 
unit is reportedly on its way. 


KEY NOTES’ The Key System Transit 
Lines has asked the 
State Utilities Commission for 
permission to stop leasing 25 of 
its transbay units from the Rail- 
way Equipment Realty Co., Ltd. 
Key is only an operating company 
and does not own the equipment, 
Just what disposition would be 
made of the cars is not known, 


LOS ANGELES NOTES: 


It is reported that 28 
of the Pacific Electric's 
700 series interurban cars 
cre” have been sold to Argentine 
interests for use in South 
America, 

On September 24 limited trains 
were removed from PE's Van Nuys 
line along with North Hollywood 
trippers, 

A proposal has been made for 
the abandonment of about 2-1/5 
miles of the Los Angeles Transit 
Lines #5 line in Inglewood and 
Hawthorne and the paving of the 
center stip in LaBrea Avenue and 
Hawthorne Boulevard, 





SACRAMENTO NORTHERN As of Nov, 1 


the SN offices 
in Sacramento will move out of the 
old interurban depot into the W.P. 
offices, SN 441 has replaced 405 
at Oroville, 





THE GOVERNOR STANFORD, first locomotive of the Central Pacific Railroad and for many years 
4 prized exhibit of the Stanford Museum, underwent a shining-up over the summer. Brad Reese, '5!. 
installing the big brass bell after it had been polished in the University shops, tackled the job as 4 
labor of love. He was assisted by two other ardent railroad fans, Bob Stein, ‘51, now @ student at 
Yale Medical School, and Fletcher Taylor, ‘52, pre-med student. The locomotive was shipped around 
the Horn in 1863 and after service on the C.P.R.R., part of the first transcontinental line headed by 
Senator Stanford, was placed in the Stanford Museum in 1894. Boiler and air pressure gauges are 
missing from the cab; any alumnus having instruments of this kind may write to Professor V. L. Vander- 
Hoof in the School of Mineral Sciences. Reese is now a training engineer with General Electric at the 
Hanford Works, Washington. 


interesting move- 
ments Oct. 12th with 
specials on the A, B, C 
and E to the Oakland Foot- 
ball Carnival at the Oak- 
land Ball Park, 
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